
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, June 4, 2015 

Regular Meeting 
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. 
Galati and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks Michael Manware. 
Excused:  Commissioner Albert A. Natelli, Jr. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 6, 2015 meeting as presented.  
Seconded by Commissioner Romano and carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. Southington Youth Sport Leagues.  Present were Gary Simard, Southington North Little League; 
Chris Matusik, Southington South Little League; and Janet Zesut, Southington Girls Softball League and 
Lightning Travel League. 
 
Chairman Fasulo explained that one of the reasons for asking the leagues to attend the meeting was to 
make sure everyone knows each other.  The board members are available to discuss needs and wishes of 
the leagues.  Commissioners may also attend some of the league meetings in order to get a better idea of 
what is needed and to be there to help in whatever ways they are able to make the leagues be stronger.    
 
Chairman said another reason he asked the leagues here is that the Board of Finance has asked us to try to 
come up with a standardized way to allocate subsidies from the town.  Chairman requested from each 
league: 
- 2014 tax return as soon as it is available; 
- 2015 budgets. 
He asked that everyone provide this information to Mr. Lapreay for review by the board in order to assist 
them in standardizing the method for subsidies. He then asked for any input or questions from the 
leagues. 
 
Commissioner Romano thanked Chris Matusik for taking a leadership role on the speed bumps at 
Recreation Park.  More discussion later. 
 
Janet Zesut said Panthorn has no lights but because there are 10 fields (7 regular size and 3 T-ball); there 
is not a real need for lights.  If money was available, lights would not be the first choice. They have had 
irrigation issues that could be taken care of.  They have been taking care of drainage problems and there is 
one spot left to do.  Ms. Zesut gave the board some facts about SGSL.  They have a full executive board, 
active members and coaches attend their meeting.  They have a very good volunteer base.  They are the 
only recreation league that has something for high school.  Last year there were 41 girls in the high school 
category; this year they have 55.  Tournaments and a special Mother’s Day event allow them to make 
sizable donations to the Susan G. Komen Foundation.  The Lightning travel team has 7 tournaments with 
176 teams, an average of 25 teams per weekend.  The out of town teams (about 35) use Southington 
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hotels and restaurants.  The board was impressed with the report and asked for the schedule of 
tournaments so they could see the teams in action.  She will provide the schedule to Dave Lapreay.  
 
Chris Matusik said the speed bumps and signage will cost about $1,000.  He didn’t expect the cost to be 
that high and was looking for some assistance from the town.  He said his league does a lot for the parks, 
such as irrigation heads, etc. so they are giving back to the town.  Mr. Matusik said they will be hosting 
the district championships - 17 teams.  People have commented that they love our fields because they are 
kept up so nice.   
 
Discussion followed on why speed bumps are not done through the Police Department.  Mr. Lapreay said 
there was discussion on this topic with the Police Department, the Town Manager and the league.  It was 
decided that since the league brought it to the town’s attention, it is up to the league to handle it.  The 
police do not have it in their budget and they are not responsible for the park road as it is not a public 
road.  Commissioners felt that since other leagues also use the road, it shouldn’t be solely their 
responsibility.  It is a safety issue.  It was brought out that the town paid for safety netting when someone 
was hurt during a soccer game.   
 
Mr. Matusik said field space is always a challenge.  There are about 400 in the league, about the same as 
3-4 years ago.  Their volunteer base is getting better.  There is a brand new board this year and a lot of 
new invigorated people.  Once the little league season starts it is busy every night.  If lights were put in 
the South they could get two games in.  Fall is also big and is run through the South.  There are no issues 
with Babe Ruth this year.  They are working hard to keep it up. 
 
Gary Simard said the North gives back about $4,000 to seniors going off to college.  The rest rooms at 
Memorial need work badly.  The league would like to consider netting for the brook where they have 
been losing hundreds of balls, but the estimated cost of about $10,000 is more than it’s worth.  However, 
it is a major inconvenience.  Mr. Simard said he would like to see lights at Massarelli but knows it is a 
high amount.  Mr. Lapreay said the Eversource poles and where the lights have to go would mean certain 
things would have to be moved by Eversource if they would do it; it could be big bucks.  Mr. Lapreay 
said he could revisit and see if there are alternative configurations. 
 
Discussion followed about the lighting plan.  Mr. Lapreay said soccer is being done.  Money is not in the 
next budget, however, to go further.  The soccer club has a contract drawn up by the Town Attorney to 
pay lump sums yearly for 15 years.  Commissioner Romano said by next year the baseball fields should 
be up at DePaolo and Kennedy which should be a big help.  All the leagues have been very gracious 
about letting the middle schools use other fields during construction.   
 
Commissioners thanked the league representatives for attending the meeting and for their input.  It is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported on the following. 
 
Program update.  CPR and First Aid training for all lifeguards and camp counselors has taken place.  All 
employees who needed it are certified and ready to go.  Camp counselors are having a meeting tonight.  
Camp starts June 22.  Swim lesson registration is scheduled for June 12 for Memorial Pool and June 19 
for Recreation Pool.  Registration will be at the Town Hall downstairs. 
 
Soccer Field Lighting.  The project was on hold because of problems encountered when the holes were 
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drilled and water was coming in.  We paid for an engineer to perform soil testing which led to the 
redesign of how the poles would be stabilized.  They will start next week and continue until completed; 
expected to be 2-3 weeks. 
 
Pickleball.  A court was painted at Panthorn.  Mr. Lapreay will get the word out and see how much 
interest there is; if needed, we may paint another court. 
 
SVMFL.  They came to the board a while ago about a new scoreboard and we told them where they could 
place it.  They are looking to do it again with a smaller scoreboard.  They have to get permits, etc. and are 
doing that.  They also want to put in permanent field goals.  It would not interfere with lacrosse.  There is 
the issue of removing the temporary goals. 
 
Concussion Policy.  Mr. Lapreay had distributed the policy to board members and asked for approval to 
pass out to the leagues.  He would like to do it as soon as possible.  This is what the high school is using 
as well.  It needs to go to the parents at registration and/or posted on league websites. 
 
Music on the Green Vendor.  Mr. Lapreay said we lost one vendor (ice cream) and someone from town is 
looking to become a vendor.  He has a vintage style ambulance and he would do deli type sandwiches.  
We have a spot for him.  Mr. Lapreay explained the vendor fee and Health Department permits.  It’s 
another option.  Commissioners thought it sounded good. 
 
Wint Filipek Tournament is this week.  He has almost 800 people signed up and is using many facilities 
in Cheshire and some private ones.  He has asked to use Recreation Park for this Saturday - all day, 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m.  Mr. Lapreay said he thought one day would be doable.  He could have signs made up.  It was 
suggested that the signs should include information about other courts that are available for public use. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
 
Mr. Manware said that summer help is fully on board.  Weekly and daily maintenance schedules are in 
place.  Mulching is just about complete.  Plantings on the town greens are about half way.  Irrigation turn 
ons and maintenance was done.  The mobile stage was sent out for hydraulic maintenance since it hadn’t 
been done since we purchased it in 1999.  It needed to be done.  The Riccio Way fountain has been an 
issue on and off the last few years.  The work had been contracted out but now it will be done in-house. 
We have someone who is familiar with it.  We can also address problems more quickly.  We did a 
complete overhaul on it. 
 
Pool preparations are at full tilt this week.  Mr. Manware believes they are in decent shape right now.  
The Rec Pool floor has potential to be an issue.  We will be doing patch work with a contractor.  In the 
near future we will have to address it. 
 
We had a recent rash of skateboarders causing problems at the Rec and Memorial tennis courts.  We had 
to put signs up.  They probably didn’t know they were causing damage to the courts.  Chairman 
commented that there were rocks in the pavilion, so many that it almost seemed like a spreader was used.  
There is video of five individuals doing it. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  
Seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried.   
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REPORT ON PARKS: No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1.  Food Truck Event at Drive-In.  Commissioners discussed fees.  Ms. Babkirk now says she does want 
to use the rest rooms rather than port-o-lets.  Therefore, people will most likely use the pavilion to eat.  
After much discussion it was agreed that to be consistent with other groups using the pavilion and rest 
rooms, the charge should be the same - $250 a week for the Friday nights requested.  The security deposit 
of $100 would help if extra trash cleanup is needed to have the area ready for the Saturday night movies 
and for any parties scheduled for Saturday.  Commissioner Romano made a motion to allow the food 
truck event on Friday nights for $250 a week with payment by Monday of the week and $100 security 
deposit.  Seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried. 
 
2. Concussion Policy.  Commission DeFeo made a motion to have Mr. Lapreay proceed with the 
concussion policy for all the leagues.  Seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
3. Permanent Goal Posts Proposal.  Motion by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner 
DeFeo, to allow the permanent goal posts provided that Mr. Lapreay runs it by lacrosse first.  Motion 
carried. 
 
4. Budget Decisions.  Since there is no meeting in July, we will have the last meeting with the leagues in 
August, after which we can make some budget decisions. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
Mr. Lapreay told the Commissioners about an incident on the town green this week.  Someone made up a 
flyer using some of our website to make it look like it was from the town.  They placed the flyer on the 
chairs that were placed for Music on the Green.  The bogus flyer said that there were new regulations 
about not putting chairs down before 5 p.m.  Mr. Lapreay wanted to make sure everyone knew that it was 
not from the town and there is no such regulation.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Romano made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 
 
Next meeting:  Thursday, August 6 


